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SUMMARY

The Cypress Creek Road Mitigation Site is located on SR 1828 Cypress Creek Road in
Duplin County. The site was planted in February 2025. This site was designed as
mitigation for wetland impacts associated with TIP No. B-5632 Bridge No. 187 over
Back Swamp on Cypress Creek Road.

NCDOT will perform on-site mitigation with the restoration of 0.208 acres of riverine
wetland restoration. The restoration was completed via the removal of the existing
roadway fill associated with Bridge No. 187 replacement. The area was graded to
match the adjacent wetland elevation. The wetland restoration area was seeded and
mulched and planted with the appropriate wetland tree species. NCDOT is required to
monitor the site for a minimum of three years or until the site is deemed successful.

After the first year of monitoring by visual observation, the Cypress Creek Road
Mitigation Site shows that the planted species are surviving. NCDOT proposes to
continue vegetation monitoring at the Cypress Creek Road Mitigation Site in 2026.



1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1  Project Description

The Cypress Creek Road Mitigation Site is located at Bridge No. 187 over Back Swamp
on SR 1828 Cypress Creek Road in Duplin County (Figure 1). The site consists of
approximately 0.208 acres of wetland restoration for wetland impacts associated with
TIP No. B-5632.

1.2 Purpose
In order for a mitigation site to be considered successful, the site must meet vegetation
success criteria. This report details the vegetation monitoring in 2025 at the Cypress

Creek Road Mitigation Site.

1.3  Project History

February 2025 Wetland Reforestation
August 2025 Vegetation Monitoring (Year 1)
September 2025 Japanese Knotweed Herbicide Application

1.4 Debit Ledger

The entire Cypress Creek Road Mitigation Site was used for the B-5632 project to
compensate for unavoidable wetland impacts.



CZ e
[Magnolia (50)
Ly i} -

N
W AN
AT\
L\ A\l N

|

Project Location

/’f\/\

/

(

PENDER

0 0.5 1

-| OF TRANSPORTATION

2

e e—— S

MOTSNO

NC Floodplain Mapping Program, NC Center for @eographic Information-&

Analysis (NCCGIA)

NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT

Project Vicinity Map
B-5632
REPLACE BRIDGE OVER

BACK SWAMP IN DUPLIN COUNTY
34.7583334023307, -77.7081354453712

N

A

Figure
1

Figure 1.V

3

icinity Map




2.0 VEGETATION: CYPRESS CREEK ROAD MITIGATION SITE
(YEAR 1 MONITORING)

2.1 Success Criteria

NCDOT shall monitor the restoration site by visual observation and photo points for
survival and aerial cover of vegetation. NCDOT shall monitor the site for a minimum of
three years or until the site is deemed successful. Monitoring will be initiated upon
completion of the site planting.

2.2 Description of Species
The following wetland species were planted in the Wetland Restoration Area:

Taxodium distichum, Baldcypress

Quercus nigra, Water Oak

Nyssa biflora, Swamp Blackgum
Chamaecyparis thyoides, Atlantic White Cedar

2.3 Results of Vegetation Monitoring

The wetland restoration area was visually inspected. The planted species that were
noted surviving included baldcypress, water oak, and swamp blackgum. Other species
noted within the planted area included cattail, woolgrass, black willow, sweetgum,
sycamore, buttonbush, Japanese knotweed and various grasses. Back Swamp was out
of its banks and the entire site was inundated at the time of monitoring.

Japanese Knotweed that was noted onsite was sprayed on September 18, 2025.

2.4 Conclusions

By visual observation, the Cypress Creek Road Mitigation Site shows that the planted
species are surviving.

3.0 OVERALL CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

NCDOT proposes to continue vegetation monitoring at the Cypress Creek Road
Mitigation Site in 2026.
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Cypress Creek Road Mitigation Site

|

Photo Point #2 (8-19-25)

Photo Point #1 (8-19-25)

Photo Point #3 (9-18-25)



Site Map - Photo Point Locations
B-5632 Cypress Creek Road Mitigation Site
Duplin County, North Carolina

160 US Feet
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